
Sixth Grade Unit 4 

Grade Level:6 
Unit Name: The Rise and Fall of Rome  
Pacing 4 weeks  

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8-WH-1-CC-A-Create and use tools to 
analyze a chronological sequence of related 
events in world history.  
6-8-WH-1-CC-C-With assistance, develop 
a research plan, identify appropriate 
resources for investigating social studies 
topics and create a research product which 
applies an aspect of world history prior to 
c.1450 to a contemporary issue.  
6-8-WH-2-CC-B- Analyze the role early 
civilizations had in shaping concepts of 
government law and social order  
6-8-WH-3-CC-A- Analyze the rise and 
fall of classical civilizations to determine 
their significance to future societies.  
6-8-WH-2-GS-A- Explain the origins, 
functions and structure of monarchies, 
theocracies, city-states, empires and 
dynasties.  
6-8-WH-4-GS-A-Explain the origins, 
functions, and structure of governmental 
systems within civilizations.  
6-8-WH-3-EC-C-Explain how political 
and economic stability affects the well-
being of individuals and society.  
6-8-WH-4-EC-A-Explain how inter-
regional trade intensified the exchange of 
goods, ideas and people. 

⮚ I can describe characteristics of classical 
civilizations (Greece, Rome).  

⮚ I can examine the factors that contributed 
to the rise and fall of each classical 
civilization.  

⮚ I can explain the legacy of these 
civilizations. 

⮚ I can describe the significant contributions 
of classical civilizations and those utilized 
by future societies. 

⮚ Examples could include 
⮚ • Greece legacy and foundation for 

democracy, medicine, architecture, 
culture, etc.  

⮚ • Roman contributions to the republican 
form of government; engineering; 
architecture; etc.  

⮚ • Mathematical contributions of Egypt, 
Islamic scholars, and Greeks  

⮚ • China’s and India’s contributions to 
technology and science 

⮚ I can define and describe the terms 
Crusades and Black Death. I can analyze 
the impact of the Crusades and Black 
Death on societies in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa.  

⮚ I can analyze the relationship between the 
Crusades and Black Death 

⮚ I can describe the political, economic and 
social changes that resulted from these 
events.  

⮚ Content may include, but is not limited to:  
⮚ • Crusades  

Supporting Standards:  
 

 
6-8-WH-4-PC-D - Analyze the causes 
and effects on the changing roles of class, 
ethnicity, race, gender and age on the 
world cultures prior to 1450 
6-8-WH-3-PC-B- Analyze scientific, 
technological, intellectual, and artistic 
advancements to determine the legacy of 
the classical civilizations 
6-8-WH-3-PC-A- Explain the 
significance of art, mythology, literature, 
and philosophy to the culture and social 
order of classical civilizations 
6-8-WH-2-EC-A- Using a world History 
lens, explain how the concept of economic 
surplus led to trade and the emergence of 
specialized labor. 
6-8-WH-3-GE-A- Explain the 
significance of physical geography to the 
development of classical civilizations 
6-8-WH-3-GS-B- Analyze direct 
democracy and representative democracy 
in order to apply the concepts of majority 
rule, minority rights, and civic duty 
6-8-WH-3-GS-A- Explain the origins, 
functions, and structures of governmental 
systems within classical civilizations 
6-8-WH-4-CC-A- Compare how the 
collapse of government and resulting 
instability led to the development of feudal 



⮚ • Trade developing from the Crusades  
⮚ • How trade/travel led to the spread of the 

bubonic plague 
⮚ • Population changes due to the Crusades 

and the Black Death • Impact of population 
loss on culture and society  

⮚ • The emergence of the Renaissance 
⮚ I can describe and define the terms 

government, law, and social order.  
⮚ I can analyze the role each early civilization 

(Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China) had in 
shaping concepts of government, law, and 
social order.  

⮚ I can provide specific examples of the types 
of government, the related laws, and social 
order in these civilizations. 

⮚ I can describe characteristics of classical 
civilizations (Greece, Rome).  

⮚ I can examine the factors that contributed 
to the rise and fall of each classical 
civilization.  

⮚ I can explain the legacy of these 
civilizations. 

⮚ I can describe the significant contributions 
of classical civilizations and those utilized 
by future societies. 

⮚ Examples could include 
⮚ • Greece legacy and foundation for 

democracy, medicine, architecture, 
culture, etc.  

⮚ • Roman contributions to the republican 
form of government; engineering; 
architecture; etc.  

⮚ • Mathematical contributions of Egypt, 
Islamic scholars, and Greeks  

⮚ • China’s and India’s contributions to 
technology and science 

⮚ I can explain the development, purpose, 

and structure of 

kingdoms in Europe and Japan 
6-8-WH-3-CC-B- Trace the impact of 
conflicts, competition, and cooperation 
within and among classical civilizations 
6-8-WH-1-CC-B- Explain connections 
between historical context and peoples’ 
perspectives at the time in world history 
6-8-WH-1-CC-D- Using an inquiry lens, 
develop compelling questions about world 
history prior to 1450, to determine helpful 
resources and consider multiple points of 
views represented in the resources 
6-8-WH-1-CC-E- Analyze the causes and 
consequences of a specific problem in 
world history prior to 1450 as well as the 
challenges and opportunities faced by 
those trying to address the problem 



⮚ Monarchies (e.g., Mesopotamia, early 

Greece, etc.)  

⮚ Theocracies (e.g., ancient Egypt) • 

⮚ City-states (e.g., Mesopotamia, early 

Greece, etc.)  

⮚ Empires (e.g., Alexander the Great, ancient 

Rome, etc.)  

⮚ Dynasties (e.g., ancient China, etc.)  

⮚ I can define and apply the terms 

governmental systems and civilizations 

(e.g., monarchies, feudalism, theocracies, 

and empires).  

⮚ I can explain why different government 

systems developed during the Middle 

Ages. Using Greece, Rome, Byzantium, 

Persia, Qin/Han China or Gupta India... 

⮚ I can describe and differentiate between 

political stability and economic stability. 

⮚ I can determine what factors contribute to 

and/or deter the well-being of individuals 

and society.  

⮚ I can describe how political stability and 

economic stability (stable prices and 

sustainable growth) affect the well-being 

of individuals and society 

⮚ I can define and describe the terms 
interregional trade, goods, and ideas.  

⮚ I can investigate a region of the world 
during the Middle Ages and investigate its 
trade networks.  

⮚ I can explain how interregional (trans-
Saharan, Silk Road routes, Indian Ocean 
networks) trade intensified the exchange 
of goods, ideas, and people 



⮚  Content may include, but is not limited to: 
• Spread of religions (Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism) • Spread of ideas (medicine, 
technology, political ideas) • Spread of 
people (migrations, slavery, trade routes) 
 

⮚  

Big Ideas: 
 
 
 

1. We are affected by our 
decisions from the past.  

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
 

1. How is our government 
affected by the decisions 
from the past?  

Vocabulary: 
 
 
Forum 
Republic 
Legion 
Maniple 
Identify 
Diplomacy  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


